
The Alchemist 

English 9H, AVID 9H, Academy 9 

Guidelines for Dialectical Journals 

Dialectic means “the art or practice of arriving at the truth by using conversation 
involving question and answer.”  The “dialectic” was the method Socrates used to teach 
his students how to be actively engaged in the struggle to obtain meaning from an 
unfamiliar and challenging work.  A dialectical journal is a written conversation with 
yourself about a piece of literature that encourages the habit of reflective questioning.   
You will use a double-entry form to examine details of a passage and synthesize your 
understanding of the text.    

Instructions: 

 (1) Type or neatly write your response (one per page) 

 (2) Fold pages in half vertically or draw a vertical line down the middle of the page  

 (3) Label the top of each column:  left TEXT and right RESPONSE 

 (4) In the TEXT column cite passages verbatim from the novel, including quotation    
marks and page numbers  

a. Choose one passage for every 45 pages (totaling 4) 

b. When should you write passages down? 

 i. Details that seem important to you 

 ii. You have an epiphany 

iii. You learn something significant about a character  

iv. You recognize a pattern (overlapping images, repetition of ideas,      
details, etc.) 

v. You agree or disagree with something a character says or does  

vi. You find an interesting or potentially significant quotation 

vii. You notice something important or relevant about the writer’s style  

viii. You notice effective use of literary devices (metaphor, imagery, 
allusion, archetype, etc.) 

 

 

 



 

(5) In the RESPONSE column reflect upon the passages  

a. Raise questions about the beliefs and values implied in the text 

b. Give your personal reactions to the passage, the characters, the situation  

c. Discuss the words, ideas, or actions of the author or character  

d. Tell what it reminds you of from your own experiences  

e. Compare the text to other characters or novels  

f. Write about what it makes you think or feel 

g. Argue with or speak to the characters or author  

h. Make connections to any themes that are revealed to you  

i. Make connections among passages or sections of the work 

 j. Make predictions about characters’ futures 

 k. DO NOT MERELY SUMMARIZE THE PLOT 

(6) Each RESPONSE must be at least 60 words (include word count at the end of each 
response)  

(7) Write down your thoughts, questions, insights, and ideas while you read or 
immediately after reading a chapter so the information is fresh 

(8) As you take notes, you should regularly reread the previous pages of notes and 
comments  

(9) First person is acceptable in the RESPONSE column. 

(10) Remember that quotations do not have to be dialogue! 

 

 

 

 

 

*Project adapted from http://www.lynchclay.k12.oh.us and 
lamarverticalteam.wikispaces.com 

 



 

Sample Journal: 

The Diary of a Young Girl by Anne Frank 

 

  Text       Response 

“Yet when I look back on that Anne, I see This passage shows a thoughtful Anne.   

a fun person, but not a very deep person.   In it, we see that Anne is maturing.  She  

She has nothing to do with the Anne of   can now see how shallow she was at 13.   

today.  I’d like that sort of life again for a Her new values reflect a desire to be  

few days, maybe even a week.  But at the respected and admired for serious  

end of that week, I would be bored silly.  I actions and moral choices.  Her long  

don’t want followers, but friends.  I don’t isolation in hiding has given her the  

want to be liked for being cute and fun.  I experience and wisdom to recognize  

want to be admired for my deeds and my  what is of the greatest value in life.  

character.” (61)     ( 63 words) 

 

 

Personification:     The author’s intended meaning is to  

“There is a heavy feeling here,    express the sadness that threatens to  

especially on Sundays. You don’t   overtake her.  This passage creates the  

hear a single bird singing outside.   effect of hopelessness by having the  

The silence grabs me as if it will   silence have the power to take Anne 

drag me under.” (44-45)    “under”.  Although she does not say  

       under what, the point is clear that their 

circumstances are drowning her in  

depression.  The quiet grabs her much 
as an enemy might. (60 words) 

 


